Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral
(More on Christian Unity - From the US Episcopal Church Website.)
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L/é Chicago- Lambeth Quadrilateral is the Statement of the four Anglican essen-
tials for a reunited Christian Church. It concerns the scriptures, creeds, sacraments, and
the historic episcopate. It was approved by the House of Bishops at the 1886 General
Convention in Chicago, and subsequently approved with modifications by the bishops of
the Anglican Communion at the Lambeth Conference of 1888.

A primary source for the Quadrilateral was The Church-ldea, An Essay Towards Unity
(1870) by William Reed Huntington (1838-1909), an Episcopal priest. He indicated the An-
glican basis for an ecumenical "Church of the Reconciliation" in America should be ac-
ceptance of |) the Holy Scriptures as the Word of God; 2) the Nicene Creed as the rule of
faith; 3) the two sacraments ordained by Christ himself (baptism and the eucharist); and
4) the episcopate as the keystone of governmental unity in the church.

This "foursquare" approach became known as the "Quadrilateral." Huntington was the
moving force behind its approval by the House of Bishops in Chicago.

The Chicago version of the Quadrilateral provides an ecumenical statement of purpose
and introduction which states that the Episcopal Church is "ready in the spirit of love and
humility to forego all preferences of her own" concerning things of human ordering or
choice regarding modes of worship, discipline, and traditional customs. However, the
statement of purpose warns that Christian unity "can be restored only by the return of
all Christian communions to the principles of unity exemplified by the undivided Catholic
Church during the first days of its existence."

The four points of the Quadrilateral were listed by the Chicago statement as "inherent
parts" of the sacred deposit of Christian faith and order "committed by Christ and his
Apostles to the Church unto the end of the world, and therefore incapable of compro-
mise or surrender. . . ." The Chicago statement lists the Nicene Creed as the sufficient
statement of the Christian faith. With respect to baptism and the eucharist, the Chicago
statement calls for administration of these sacraments "with unfailing use of Christ's
words of institution and of the elements ordained by Him." The Chicago version ex-
pressed the fourth part of the Quadrilateral in terms of "The Historic Episcopate, locally
adapted in the methods of its administration to the varying needs of the nations and
peoples called of God into the unity of His Church." Although the Quadrilateral was not
enacted by the House of Deputies at the 1886 General Convention, it was incorporated
To next page...



SAINTS:

The Martyrs of Japan, 6 February.

Almost fifty years after Francis Xavier had arrived in Japan as its first Christian apostle,
the presence of several thousand baptised Christians in the land became a subject of sus-
picion to the ruler Hideyoshi, who soon began a period of persecution. Twenty-six men
and women, Religious and lay, were first mutilated then crucified near Nagasaki in
1597. After their martyrdom, their blooded- clothes were kept and held in reverence by
their fellow Christians. The period of persecution continued for another thirty-five
years, many new witness-martyrs being added to their number.

Scholastica, Abbess of Plombariola, 10 February.

Scholastica is a more shadowy figure than her famous brother, St Benedict. She too was
born at Nursia, central Italy, around the year 480. At an early age she chose to conse-
crate herself to God, but probably continued to live at home. Only after Benedict moved
to Monte Cassino did she settle at Plombariola nearby, joining or maybe founding a
nunnery under his direction. As abbess she sought to follow his Rule, and met him each
year at a house near his monastery where they would praise God together and discuss
spiritual matters. She died in about the year 543. Benedict had a vision of her soul rising
up to heaven and, collecting her body, he had her buried in the tomb prepared for him-
self. Scholastica soon became a figure for veneration by all nuns who fol-
lowed Benedict's Rule.

Progress is not a necessity,

but is the result of deliberate choice and effort.
[The Commonwealth, Charles Henry Brent]
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February - March 2024:

o February 13, Pancake Supper, a i 2 2 A
5:30 p.m. Tickets available @ ﬁ ) i ’r |
the Parish office (P500 adulrs; o O e W Y

1
P250 7-12 y.0, FOC 0-6 y.0)

e February 14, Ash Wednesday ATTENTION LADIES! 1!
Service schedule: 10:00 a.m. & We are hoping to revive the
6:00 p.m.

e February 29, Healing mass, EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
3:00p.m. [ECW]

*Ongoing registration for here at Holy Trinity Church.

Confirmation, and Reception. * All those interested, there’s a
« Holy Week, March 24-30. sign-up paper at the parish office.
 Faster Sunday, March 31.




From previous page.... in a general plan referred for study and action by the newly cre-
ated Joint Commission on Christian Reunion.

The Quadrilateral was passed in a modified form as "Resolution 11" of the Lambeth Con-
ference of 1888. At Lambeth the four essential "parts" were termed "Articles." The in-
troductory statement of purpose of the Chicago version of the Quadrilateral was delet-
ed and replaced by a simple statement that the four Articles "supply a basis on which
approach may be by God's blessing made towards Home Reunion. . . ." The Lambeth
version states that the scriptures provide "the rule and ultimate standard of faith." The
Lambeth text affirms the Nicene Creed as the '"sufficient statement of the Christian
faith" but also adds the "Apostles' Creed, as the Baptismal Symbol" to the creedal arti-
cle of the Quadrilateral. The Lambeth version adds the statement that the dominical
sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist were "instituted by Christ himself." The article
concerning the historic episcopate was not changed at Lambeth.

At the 1895 General Convention of the Episcopal Church, the Commission on Christian
Unity was continued with the goal of seeking Christian unity on the basis of the
"principles enunciated throughout the Declaration of the house of Bishops made at Chi-
cago in 1886, and as reaffirmed by the Lambeth Conference of 1888." Thus for the first
time the entire General Convention of the Episcopal Church affirmed the Quadrilateral in
its Lambeth form. The Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral has continued to serve as the pri-
mary Anglican working document and reference point for ecumenical Christian reunion.
The Chicago and Lambeth versions of the Quadrilateral are included in the historical
documents of the 1979 BCP USA (pp. 876-878 - ) and 2015 BCP ECP (pp735-736)
(episcopalchurch.org)

Lambeth Conference 1888, Resolution 11

That, in the opinion of this Conference, the following Articles supply a basis on which
approach may be by God's blessing made towards Home Reunion:

a) The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as "containing all things
necessary to salvation," and as being the rule and ultimate standard of faith.

b) The Apostles' Creed, as the Baptismal Symbol; and the Nicene Creed, as the
sufficient statement of the Christian faith.

¢) The two Sacraments ordained by Christ Himself — Baptism and the Supper of
the Lord - ministered with unfailing use of Christ's words of Institution, and of
the elements ordained by Him.



