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Readings for this Sunday: 

First Reading Acts 17:1-15 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:1-10 

Gospel John 14:1-14 

 

Home. It’s a concept that is dear to heart of every Filipino with its associations of the 

extended family, beloved parents, friends and familiar locations. Home is a concept 

that is dear to expats, too, but in a different way. For many of us, our original 

“home” is far away both in distance and, increasingly, in time. The longer one is 

away from home, the more the realities start to blend with the fantasies. I know that 

I am not alone in experiencing the shock of a return to the homeland after even a 

matter of months. One discovers that one’s memories haven’t always been accurate. 

Sometimes it’s the dreams that are more comforting, and that’s the often unspoken 

reason that many expats try not to go home too often. 

 

Jesus was aware of the importance of home. Despite what the Christmas carols say, 

he recognized Nazareth as his original home and when he established a temporary 

home for himself, it was not too far away in Capernaum. So it is that when Jesus 

wanted to prepare his disciples for the day of his departure, he told them that he 

was going ahead of them in order to prepare a home for them at their journey’s end.  

 

But Jesus also throws some curves at the disciples when he does this. He tells them 

that they already know “how to go home.” Thomas and Philip express the same 
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bewilderment that the others must have felt: “Lord, we do knot know where you are 

going, so how can we know the way?” 

 

Jesus responds that he is Way, the Truth and the Life. And he adds that no-one 

comes to the Father except through him. This is hard to reconcile with the longing 

some people have for a more inclusive Church: one that embraces all spiritual paths 

as valid. (We’re hearing that now from those who are disappointed with last week’s 

election of Cardinal Ratzinger to be the new pope.) But whatever the implications to 

ecumenical and interfaith dialogue, what Jesus says is first and foremost to the 

disciples, not to the world. He is telling them that they must concentrate, focus and 

study Him in order to find the Way.  

 

Someone reminded me this week that in a sermon some time back I had said that I 

was a “fundamentalist.” After a moment of shock, I had to be reminded of the 

context in order to be able to affirm that again. I had said that I believed in the basic 

teachings of biblical Christianity, and if those made me “fundamentalist,” then so be 

it. It is possible that Christians can learn from the teachings and collected wisdom of 

other religions. The catechism, that our young people are studying in Confirmation 

Class on Saturdays, answers the question, “How did God first help us?” in this way: 

“…by revealing himself and his will, through nature and history, through many seers 

and saints, and especially through the prophets of Israel.” The preparation for Christ 

came in various ways in many cultures, getting them ready for the truly universal 

message of Christ. 

 

But I have also come to realize that while one can learn from other religions, one 

cannot become the master of more than one at a time. And to learn all that there is 

about Christ: who he is, what he taught, how to continue his work in the work- these 

things take a lifetime and more to really understand. That is why it is 

counterproductive, confusing and arrogant to try to say that Jesus and any other 

religious figure all express the same truth. It is a nice dream, a convenient illusion, 

but it is a detour off the path. No Christian who says that is really “walking the walk” 

of the Christian life which demands focus on Jesus Christ as the Way, the Truth and 

the Life before any other teachings. 
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If we want to keep our Faith in its best and truest form, then we must always 

remember that it is first and most importantly “Christian.” That means that we do 

not believe in a god who is a vague something, somewhere “out there.”  No indeed, 

for us God has shown us his face in the person of Jesus Christ. It is by continuing 

here on earth the work of this Jesus, by seeing his face in the disfigured faces of 

humankind whose sufferings he has shared by his death on the cross, that we 

continue on our way home. 

 

Some of us may wonder if “home” still exists- if we have someplace to return to 

where there is someone waiting to greet us with outstretched arms. Jesus tells us 

today that he will be there, and that the home he is preparing for us is better than all 

of our dreams and distorted memories, because it will not be in our mind, but in God 

Himself. 

 


