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Readings for this Sunday: 

First Reading Acts 10:34-43 

Epistle Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel John 20:1-10 

 

By the time that Easter Day comes, clergy, altar servers, church musicians and choir 

members everywhere are usually very, very tired. They have been working hard all 

week to make the services of this holy time a meaningful experience for all of those 

who may think that all of this comes together magically at the last minute. So when 

we use the ancient Christian Easter greeting, “Christ is risen!” their first thought of a 

response might be, “And it’s about time!” 

 

Indeed, those who take such things seriously might be excused for thinking that 

Easter is about rest and recreation after a long Lent and a hectic Holy Week, but 

that’s not the way the Church presents this season. From the Gospel accounts of the 

Resurrection on, there is no sense of repose or leisure, but rather a whole lot of 

rushing around. 

 

In John’s account, the events surrounding Easter morning are animated and quick 

moving. Everyone seems to be in a hurry. First, there is Mary Magdalene, still 

weeping and confused. She hasn’t gotten over the shock of the death of her dear 

friend and the reality of life lived without him. She finds the tomb empty, and fearing 
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that Jesus’ body has been the victim of yet more persecution and defilement, she 

runs (not walks) back to the disciples to tell them the bad news. 

 

Next we have an almost comic footrace between Peter and John, both so eager to 

check out Mary’s report that each one tries to be first to the tomb. And Mary, who by 

now must be tired indeed, runs after them. Only she finally stops, exhausted, while 

the two disciples discover the empty tomb, come to the conclusion that Christ is 

risen, and then return home, probably running again, although we’re not told. 

 

It is Mary who gets at least a moment’s rest, mourning the loss of the body of her 

Lord, but the appearance of the Stranger ends that and gives her another “starting 

gun”: “on your mark, get set…ready, steady, GO! Tell my disciples that you have 

seen me.” And off she does again. No rest for the resurrected, or for those who are 

raised with him. It’s always movement, always being sent. 

 

The readings for Sunday services throughout the Easter season as the first lesson is 

always from the book of Acts: the story of the first days and months of the new 

Christian movement. We are not allowed to stay at the tomb and relish the mystical 

wonder of it all, but we are rather sent to share the good news. The Christian Church 

as proclaimed in Scripture is not a thing of nouns, but of action verbs like risen, go, 

preach, baptize, make, tell, forgive, love.  

 

9:30: 

[Today we are baptizing two new members of our track team. Jamelle and Stephanie 

may not be expected to do much or go far today (baptisms can take a lot out of a 

little person), but if they are raised in the Christian Faith (as their sponsors and 

parents are about to assure us they will) then there will a lot of action ahead. They 

will have to forgive, support, love and witness to a great deal more than the world 

will expect them to. Their lives as Christians will make a difference if they put their 

faith into action.] 
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Facing the prospects of an Easter Sunday lunch with family and friends and a quiet 

afternoon, we may not realize that what we have done here today, in these baptisms 

and in the celebration of the Eucharist that is to follow, have recharged ourselves for 

the tasks ahead- tasks that will involve action, movement, energy and resolve to 

accomplish- things that the world would rather us not succeed in, but which the 

Risen Christ sends us out to do. 

 

“Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and 

she told them [what He had said to her.]” And her message is: 

 

“On your mark; Get set; GO!” 

 


