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Readings for this Sunday: 

Old Testament Exodus 24:12,15-18 

Epistle Philippians 3:7-14 

Gospel Matthew 17:1-9 

 

One of the most interesting things about Matthew’s version of the Transfiguration is 

the last line of today’s Gospel: “As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 

ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been 

raised from the dead.’” I find that a very powerful statement. Here the three 

disciples have just received verification that Jesus is the Son of God as he was 

glorified, transfigured, on the hill: the most mystical and transcendent experience so 

far in their relationship with the Lord, and they are being told not to talk about it to 

anyone! That is Matthew’s way, of course: he always seems to imply that Jesus is 

keeping things back from people, waiting for the right time. In this case, it is almost 

as though his “real identity” can only be revealed at Easter, after his being raised 

from the dead. As I see it, it is not only that the disciples are ordered not to share 

what they’ve seen; they are being told that they won’t be able to. 

 

I believe that there are at least two very different versions of Jesus being talked 

about by Christians today. One is the Jesus who looks and sounds very much like 

slick, contemporary preachers and evangelists. By that, I don’t mean that they sound 

like Jesus, but only the other way around! Their Jesus has slipped nicely into their 

back pockets where he can be brought out from time to time to validate whatever is 

being preached. When they ask the very clichéd “What Would Jesus Do?” it is only to 
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answer with their own preconceived ideas. They know that it’s a pretty good bet that 

Jesus won’t actually stop them, and perhaps they even believe themselves that they 

are truly doing Jesus’ work. It’s often hard to tell. [I have been watching a DVD on 

the famous, if not infamous TV evangelist Benny Hinn: soon to be visiting our fair 

city to conduct some of his “healing” services. Pastor Benny’s Jesus is big on special 

effects, but not on content. It is possible that he believes what he says, but that 

doesn’t excuse fake miracles and rank showmanship.] The Jesus of such traveling 

shows is packaged and sold. He is not the Lord of the universe, but more of a genie 

in a bottle. 

 

There is another Jesus, though, one who is harder to pin down, harder to expropriate 

and use. This Jesus is found in the Bible, of course, but he is not limited to one book 

alone. Without denying the truth of the historical Gospels, this Jesus is the one who 

is more alive today than any literary figure and more powerful than any supposed 

faith healer. This Jesus is the one who calls the world not to give money, but to give 

one’s life to him. And the Gospel he preaches is not always pleasant, or easy or even 

fun. But it is real. 

 

The Jesus I am speaking about is hard to imagine doing and saying the things that 

the televangelists do, but he did do and say the things that are said about him in the 

Bible. More than that, as a living Person, he is able to enter into real, live 

relationships with people where they are, and without leaving them unchanged by 

the experience, he nevertheless doesn’t demand that they become “all religious” in 

order to get to know him and to trust him. 

 

It is this Jesus who strangely commands the disciples not to tell people about the 

vision on the Mount “until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” Why? 

Because they won’t really know him until then. They will know healings and miracles 

and nice, inspirational stories, but they won’t know the Cross and the reconciliation 

his death will bring. They won’t know that all that suffering is vindicated by the 

Resurrection and the empty tomb. Not to know that is not to know Jesus. And until 

they know him, they won’t be able to share him. You simply can’t tell people about a 

person you don’t know: you won’t get it right. 
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Today is also officially known as World Mission Sunday. I’m not exactly sure what 

that is supposed to mean, or what we’re supposed to do about it. But the irony of 

this for me is that much of the mission of the Church today is being done by people 

who don’t really know Jesus. Yes, they know about him. They may even be members 

of his Church. But until they really know him, they can’t share him. In fact, they 

shouldn’t try. And that, I believe, is part of what Jesus is saying to the disciples in 

today’s Gospel and it’s what he is saying to us, too. 

 

Perhaps the reason that our parish has such a limited number of members and is so 

modest in its ministry is that we have “specialized” our witness to those who like our 

style of worship and our particular “recipe” of mixed cultures and races. But it is also 

possible that the reason we are so limited in bringing people to know Jesus here is 

that our own knowledge of Jesus is so limited: restricted to the same routine 

services, the same Bible verses, the same attitudes all the time. Perhaps, and I am 

saying this to myself as much as to anyone else here, God is saying to us…warning, 

really…that we shouldn’t talk about Jesus until WE have seen “the Son of Man raised 

from the dead.” Until Christ is raised in us- until our lives proclaim ‘Easter!’ to the 

world, we have no business witnessing, or pretending to witness to a faith we don’t 

really have in a Person we don’t really know. 

 

In the experience on the mount, the event we call the Transfiguration, the disciples 

gained a very special insight into their Master and Friend, one that would be verified 

and strengthened by his Resurrection from the dead and the new way of living that 

the Christian Way would become. We, too, need to pray for just such a revelation, 

just such a personal, life-changing encounter. Until then, what kind of Gospel are we 

preaching? Until then, what kind of church are we “selling”? Its somebody else’s 

faith, somebody else’s savior, but not our own. 

 

If you look carefully, this is the message that both Scripture and Tradition proclaim: 

the need for a personal faith, not a proxy one, and lived out in the context and with 

the support of a loving, historic community of faith. Some, perhaps some here today, 

have such a faith. For others of us it is something to pray for, to wait for, to yearn 
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for. But until then, don’t presume to call yourself a dependable, authentic witness to 

the power of the Risen Christ. Until then, don’t bring others to a faith you don’t have. 

Until then, Jesus commands, “tell no one.” Not unless you can in honesty say to 

yourself first and then to the world: “the Son of Man has been raised from the dead 

and he is living in me.” 

 

 

 


