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Readings for this Sunday: 

First Reading Joshua 5:9-12 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Gospel Luke 15:11-32 

 

On Friday, our two assistants, Teddy Pilay and Val Le-is, graduated from their first 

courses at technical school. It was a time of celebration for all of the graduates, but 

it also represented the culmination of lots of hard work. It is significant, however, 

that such events are often known as “commencements.” In other words, they 

represent the beginning of a new phase in a person’s life. 

 

Once upon a time, in the very early days of the Christian Church, Baptism wasn’t 

something that happened when one brought a new baby to church for the first time, 

surrounded by ninongs and ninangs, sponsors and godparents. No, it was much more 

like graduating from college. It was the commencement of a new life in Christ.  

 

Preparation for Baptism could take up to several years and involved not only the 

study of the Scriptures and the sacred tradition of the Church, but also much prayer 

and discernment. One’s godparents weren’t just there to give gifts, but to stand with 

the candidates every step of the way.  
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On the Wednesday after the fourth Sunday in Lent, those who were preparing for 

Baptism were taught the Apostles’ Creed. That would be the “oath” they would be 

taking at their actual Baptism. This was called the traditio symboli, the passing on of 

the tradition of the Christian faith to a new generation of believers. The joy that this 

represented is why this Sunday of Lent has had a different feel about it than the 

others: a sense of celebration in the midst of our Lenten solemnity. 

 

But that ancient practice also reminds us about something important, and something 

that is the central point of today’s famous Gospel story, too; and that is that the 

good news of Salvation in Christ must be passed on. 

 

We are told in Luke’s Gospel why Jesus told the parable of the Prodigal Son. It talks 

about the Pharisees and the scribes, in other words the representatives of the 

religious establishment, being scandalized by the fact that Jesus didn’t just preach to 

sinners, he actually ate with them. Eating with people in the Middle East isn’t just a 

social occasion, it is an important sign of communion and fellowship, so you can 

imagine what they thought about Jesus’ behavior in breaking bread with the “lowest 

of the low.” 

 

Our Lord’s response is to tell a story in which God becomes the forgiving father, 

running down the road to meet his bedraggled son. Jesus’ point is not just that God 

forgives us when we “come home” to him, but also that we are supposed to be ready 

to welcome sinners home to the Church, too. 

 

Sometime in our life, each one of us will act like one of the characters in today’s 

Gospel. We may be the son, who decides that he is old enough and mature enough 

to make it on his own, only to have his self-centered world fall apart. We may also 

find ourselves playing the role of the elder brother- the one that Jesus wanted the 

Pharisees to pay attention to. This happens when we think our church, our 

spirituality, or our group of friends and family is so precious and special that nobody 

else should belong to it or share what it can offer.  
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Significantly, the role that Jesus seems to want us to imitate most closely is the 

father in the story, God Himself as represented in Christ’s inclusive ministry. We are 

told that far from being something that we hang onto and jealously protect, our 

faith, which is the proclamation of what God is doing through Jesus Christ to bring 

the whole world to repentance and salvation, is to be shared. 

 

Holy Trinity is sometimes described as a “traditional” church, and our 7:30 service is 

advertised as a “traditional” service. I hope that, if this is true, it also means that we 

have a tradition to pass on and share to all those who come here looking for God; 

not just passively by nodding politely at our visitors, but by actually inviting our 

friends and family members to share our life here on Sundays. That is what 

evangelism is all about. 

 And that is worth celebrating on this “Rose Sunday.” 

 

 


