TIRINITY N

Mysterious Magi and God’s Love through The
Light of the World

Iniml

The song "We three Kings of Orient Are..." {Chorus-"Oh... star of wonder,
star of night, star with royal beauty bright..." Generally kept in the
Christmas carol section of songs of the season) is an Epiphany carol. Its
words and music were written in the 19th century for children and a
Nativity pageant. The carol is about the Biblical story of the Epiphany as
found only in Matthew's Gospel. Three mysterious visitors, kings, sages,
wise men, who came from the East to Bethlehem to visit the newborn
Christ child.

There is much mystery and intrigue. They follow a magnificent star. They
present gifts of great meaning and significance. They have to avoid
Herod, the wicked king of the region, who resists the appearance of
God's love. The word '"epiphany' itself means manifestation or
revelation. In the Christian tradition, it is the story of the revelation of
God and of God's love in the child born in Bethlehem. The revelation is
meant for all people, as symbolized by the arrival of the visitors from far,
far away.

The overarching theme is clear. There is no limit or boundary to God's
love. The whole world, the whole universe and the whole creation is
included in that love. How wonderful that those three royal personages
appeared on the scene. How wonderful it is that God's love is revealed
to everyone, everywhere, without bound or limit.

The truth is that there are epiphanies of the love of God for all of us. It
doesn't matter what our journey of faith happens to be or what pathway
we are following. God finds ways of revealing and manifesting His love
to us.

There are stars that make a gesture; there are stories that reflect the
meaning and hope of God's presence for us. God is revealed in those we
love, those whom we meet, and in the experiences that we have each
and every day. Life itself can be an epiphany of the faith, hope and love
which are the great gifts of God to us.

God does reveal himself. God does manifest his love to us. God's

epiphany occurs for us in our hearts, our souls and our lives.
Fr. Melvin Bautista



THIS WEEK: TO PLAN:

January 7, Wednesday. Annual General Meeting January
e Bible Study, 10am 25th after the 0:30 service.

January 8, Thursday.

e Midweek Eucharist, 10:00am,
Chapel

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS:
Isaiah 42:1-0; Psalm 8¢
Acts 10:34-48; Mark 1:7-11
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